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[image: Schumi di GP Kanada 2011 cropped.jpg]Michael Michael Schumacher ; born 3 January 1969) is a German Formula One racing driver, currently driving for the Mercedes team. Schumacher is a seven-time World Champion and is widely regarded as the greatest F1 driver of all time on his performance records alone.  He holds many of the formula's driver records, including most championships, race victories, fastest laps, pole positions, points scored and most races won in a single season – 13 in 2004. In 2002 he became the only driver in Formula One history to finish in the top three in every race of a season and then also broke the record for most consecutive podium finishes. According to the official Formula One website he is "statistically the greatest driver the sport has ever seen". In 2009, a poll of 217 Formula One drivers conducted by the British magazine Autosport named Schumacher as "the second-greatest Formula One driver who ever lived", just behind Ayrton Senna, and the most complete driver, just ahead of Senna. As of the 2012 Formula One season Schumacher is the only driver left competing in Formula 1 to have raced against Ayrton Senna and Alain Prost, whose record of total career wins he beat with his 52nd win at the 2001 Belgian Grand Prix.
After beginning with karting, Schumacher won German drivers' championships in Formula König and Formula Three before joining Mercedes in the World Sportscar Championship. After one Mercedes-funded race for the Jordan Formula One team Schumacher signed as a driver for theBenetton Formula One team in 1991. After winning consecutive championships with Benetton in 1994/5, Schumacher moved to Ferrari in 1996 and won another five consecutive drivers' titles with them from 2000 to 2004. Schumacher retired from Formula One driving in 2006 staying with Ferrari as an advisor.Schumacher agreed to return for Ferrari part-way through 2009, as cover for the badly injured Felipe Massa, but was prevented by a neck injury. He later signed a three-year contract to drive for the new Mercedes GP team starting in 2010.
His career has not been without controversy, including being twice involved in collisions in the final race of a season that determined the outcome of the world championship, with Damon Hill in 1994 in Adelaide, and with Jacques Villeneuve in 1997 in Jerez.Off the track Schumacher is an ambassador for UNESCO and a spokesman for driver safety. He has been involved in numerous humanitarian efforts throughout his life and donated tens of millions of dollars to charity. Michael and his younger brother Ralf Schumacher are the only brothers to win races in Formula One, and they were the first brothers to finish 1st and 2nd in the same race, in Montreal in 2001, and there again (in switched order) in 2003.
Overview
Schumacher was noted throughout his career for his ability to produce fast laps at crucial moments in a race, to push his car to the very limit for sustained periods. Motor sport author Christopher Hilton observed in 2003 that "A measure of a driver's capabilities is his performance in wet races, because the most delicate car control and sensitivity are needed", and noted that like other great drivers, Schumacher's record in wet conditions shows very few mistakes: up to the end of the 2003 season, Schumacher won 17 of the 30 races in wet conditions he contested.  Some of Schumacher's best performances occurred in such conditions, earning him the nicknames "Regenkönig" (rain king) or "Regenmeister" (rain master)., even in the non-German-language media. He is known as "the Red Baron", because of his red Ferrari and in reference to the German Manfred von Richthofen, the famous flying ace of World War I. Schumacher's nicknames include "Schumi", "Schuey" and "Schu". Schumacher is often credited with popularising Formula One in Germany, where it was formerly considered a fringe sport. When Schumacher retired in 2006, three of the top ten drivers were German, more than any other nationality and more than have ever been present in Formula One history. Younger German drivers, such as Sebastian Vettel, felt Schumacher was key in their becoming Formula One drivers. In the latter part of his Formula One career, and as one of the senior drivers, Schumacher was the president of the Grand Prix Drivers' Association. In a 2006 FIA survey, Michael Schumacher was voted the most popular driver of the season among Formula One fans.
Mercedes GP
On 23 December 2009 it was announced Schumacher would be returning to Formula One in the 2010 season alongside fellow German driver Nico Rosberg in the new Mercedes GP team. On 16 November Mercedes had taken over the Brawn GP team which was their first majority involvement in an F1 team since 1955. Schumacher stated that his preparations to replace the injured Massa for Ferrari had initiated a renewed interest in F1 which, combined with the opportunity to fulfil a long-held ambition to drive for Mercedes and to be working again with team principal Ross Brawn, led Schumacher to accept the offer once he was passed fit. After a period of intensive training medical tests, it was confirmed that the neck injury that had prevented him driving for Ferrari the year before had fully healed.
Ross Brawn had contacted Schumacher over a potential return to F1 with Mercedes involvement in November 2009, seeking a substitute for the possibly outgoing driver Jenson Button. On 2 November Rubens Barrichello had left Brawn GP followed by Button on 18 November with Rosberg announced by Mercedes as the first replacement driver on 23 November. The possible return of Schumacher began being reported in the German press on 13 December and, ten days later, Mercedes confirmed Schumacher's return completing their line-up. Schumacher signed a three year contract, reportedly worth £20m, with Mercedes who were thought to want 22-year-old German driver Sebastian Vettel as a long term replacement afterwards.In March 2010, The Daily Mail reported that Schumacher's deal was closer to £21m (€24m, $32m) a year.[
Schumacher's surprise re-entry to the sport was compared to Niki Lauda's return in 1982 aged 33 and Nigel Mansell's return in 1994 at age 41. Schumacher turned 41 on 3 January 2010 and his prospects with Mercedes were compared with the record set by the oldest F1 champion Juan Manuel Fangio who was 46 when he won his fifth championship.

Honours
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Turns 8-9 of the Nürburgring were renamed after Schumacher in 2007
Schumacher has been honoured many times during his career. In April 2002, for his contributions to sport and his contributions in raising awareness of child education, he was named as one of the UNESCO Champions for sport,[130] joining the other eight which include Pelé, Sergey Bubka and Justine Henin. He won the Laureus World Sportsman of the Year award twice, in 2002 and 2004 for his performances in the 2001 and 2003 seasons respectively. He has also received nominations for the 2001, 2003, 2005 and 2007 awards. No-one has been nominated more times than Schumacher in the award's seven-year history.
In honour of Schumacher's racing career and his efforts to improve safety and the sport, he was awarded an FIA Gold Medal for Motor Sport in 2006. In 2007, in recognition of his contribution to Formula One racing, the Nürburgring racing track renamed turns 8 and 9 (the Audi and Shell Kurves) as the Schumacher S, and a month later he presented A1 Team Germany with the A1 World Cup at the A1GP World Cup of Motorsport 2007 awards ceremony. He was nominated for the Prince of Asturias Award for Sport for 2007, which he won both for sporting prowess and for his humanitarian record. 
In 2008 the Swiss Football Association appointed Schumacher as the Swiss ambassador for the 2008 European football championship. 
On 30 April 2010, Schumacher was honored with the Officier of Légion d'honneur title from French prime minister François Fillon. 



Racing record
Career summary
	Season
	Series
	Team
	Races
	Wins
	Poles
	F/Laps
	Podiums
	Points
	Position

	1988
	European Formula Ford 1600
	Eufra Racing
	4
	1
	1
	0
	3
	50
	2nd

	
	German Formula Ford 1600
	
	7
	3
	0
	0
	5
	124
	6th

	
	Formula König
	Hoecker Sportwagenservice
	10
	9
	1
	1
	10
	192
	1st

	1989
	German Formula Three
	WTS Racing
	12
	2
	2
	0
	7
	163
	3rd

	
	European Formula Three Cup
	
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	N/A
	NC

	
	Macau Grand Prix
	
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	N/A
	NC

	1990
	World Sportscar Championship
	Team Sauber Mercedes
	3
	1
	0
	1
	3
	21
	5th

	
	German Formula Three
	WTS Racing
	11
	5
	6
	4
	7
	148
	1st

	
	European Formula Three Cup
	
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	N/A
	NC

	
	Macau Grand Prix
	
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	N/A
	1st

	
	Deutsche Tourenwagen Meisterschaft
	HWA AG
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	NC

	1991
	Formula One
	Team 7UP Jordan
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	14th

	
	
	Camel Benetton Ford
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	

	
	World Sportscar Championship
	Team Sauber Mercedes
	8
	1
	0
	2
	2
	43
	9th

	
	Deutsche Tourenwagen Meisterschaft
	Zakspeed Mercedes
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	NC

	
	Japanese Formula 3000
	Team Le Mans
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	6
	12th

	1992
	Formula One
	Camel Benetton Ford
	16
	1
	0
	2
	8
	53
	3rd

	1993
	Formula One
	Camel Benetton Ford
	16
	1
	0
	5
	9
	52
	4th

	1994
	Formula One
	Mild Seven Benetton Ford
	14
	8
	6
	8
	10
	92
	1st

	1995
	Formula One
	Mild Seven Benetton Renault
	17
	9
	4
	8
	11
	102
	1st

	1996
	Formula One
	Scuderia Ferrari S.p.A.
	16
	3
	4
	2
	8
	59
	3rd

	1997
	Formula One
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	17
	5
	3
	3
	8
	78
	DSQ

	1998
	Formula One
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	16
	6
	3
	6
	11
	86
	2nd

	1999
	Formula One
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	10
	2
	3
	5
	6
	44
	5th

	2000
	Formula One
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	17
	9
	9
	2
	12
	108
	1st

	2001
	Formula One
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	17
	9
	11
	3
	14
	123
	1st

	2002
	Formula One
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	17
	11
	7
	7
	17
	144
	1st

	2003
	Formula One
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	16
	6
	5
	5
	9
	93
	1st

	2004
	Formula One
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	18
	13
	8
	10
	15
	148
	1st

	2005
	Formula One
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	19
	1
	1
	3
	5
	62
	3rd

	2006
	Formula One
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	18
	7
	4
	7
	12
	121
	2nd

	2010
	Formula One
	Mercedes GP Petronas F1 Team
	19
	0
	0
	0
	0
	72
	9th

	2011
	Formula One
	Mercedes GP Petronas F1 Team
	19
	0
	0
	0
	0
	76
	8th

	2012
	Formula One
	Mercedes AMG Petronas F1 Team
	14
	0
	0
	1
	1
	43
	12th*


* Season in progress.
· Source: Hilton, Christopher (2006). Michael Schumacher: The Whole Story. Haynes. ISBN 1-84425-008-3.
Complete Formula One results
(Races in bold indicate pole position; races in italics indicate fastest lap)
	Year
	Entrant
	Chassis
	Engine
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	WDC
	Points

	1991
	Team 7UP Jordan
	Jordan 191
	Ford HBB 4 3.5 V8
	USA
	BRA
	SMR
	MON
	CAN
	MEX
	FRA
	GBR
	GER
	HUN
	BEL
Ret
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	14th
	4

	
	Camel Benetton Ford
	Benetton B191
	Ford HBA 5 3.5 V8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ITA
5
	POR
6
	ESP
6
	JPN
Ret
	AUS
Ret
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1992
	Camel Benetton Ford
	Benetton B191B
	Ford HB 3.5 V8
	RSA
4
	MEX
3
	BRA
3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3rd
	53

	
	
	Benetton B192
	
	
	
	
	ESP
2
	SMR
Ret
	MON
4
	CAN
2
	FRA
Ret
	GBR
4
	GER
3
	HUN
Ret
	BEL
1
	ITA
3
	POR
7
	JPN
Ret
	AUS
2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1993
	Camel Benetton Ford
	Benetton B193
	Ford HB 3.5 V8
	RSA
Ret
	BRA
3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4th
	52

	
	
	Benetton B193B
	
	
	
	EUR
Ret
	SMR
2
	ESP
3
	MON
Ret
	CAN
2
	FRA
3
	GBR
2
	GER
2
	HUN
Ret
	BEL
2
	ITA
Ret
	POR
1
	JPN
Ret
	AUS
Ret
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1994
	Mild Seven Benetton Ford
	Benetton B194
	Ford Zetec-R 3.5 V8
	BRA
1
	PAC
1
	SMR
1
	MON
1
	ESP
2
	CAN
1
	FRA
1
	GBR
DSQ
	GER
Ret
	HUN
1
	BEL
DSQ
	ITA
	POR
	EUR
1
	JPN
2
	AUS
Ret
	
	
	
	
	1st
	92

	1995
	Mild Seven Benetton Renault
	Benetton B195
	Renault RS7 3.0 V10
	BRA
1
	ARG
3
	SMR
Ret
	ESP
1
	MON
1
	CAN
5
	FRA
1
	GBR
Ret
	GER
1
	HUN
11†
	BEL
1
	ITA
Ret
	POR
2
	EUR
1
	PAC
1
	JPN
1
	AUS
Ret
	
	
	
	1st
	102

	1996
	Scuderia Ferrari S.p.A.
	Ferrari F310
	Ferrari 046 3.0 V10
	AUS
Ret
	BRA
3
	ARG
Ret
	EUR
2
	SMR
2
	MON
Ret
	ESP
1
	CAN
Ret
	FRA
DNS
	GBR
Ret
	GER
4
	HUN
9†
	BEL
1
	ITA
1
	POR
3
	JPN
2
	
	
	
	
	3rd
	59

	1997
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	Ferrari F310B
	Ferrari 046/2 3.0 V10
	AUS
2
	BRA
5
	ARG
Ret
	SMR
2
	MON
1
	ESP
4
	CAN
1
	FRA
1
	GBR
Ret
	GER
2
	HUN
4
	BEL
1
	ITA
6
	AUT
6
	LUX
Ret
	JPN
1
	EUR
Ret
	
	
	
	DSQ‡
	78

	1998
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	Ferrari F300
	Ferrari 047 3.0 V10
	AUS
Ret
	BRA
3
	ARG
1
	SMR
2
	ESP
3
	MON
10
	CAN
1
	FRA
1
	GBR
1
	AUT
3
	GER
5
	HUN
1
	BEL
Ret
	ITA
1
	LUX
2
	JPN
Ret
	
	
	
	
	2nd
	86

	1999
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	Ferrari F399
	Ferrari 048 3.0 V10
	AUS
8
	BRA
2
	SMR
1
	MON
1
	ESP
3
	CAN
Ret
	FRA
5
	GBR
Ret
	AUT
	GER
	HUN
	BEL
	ITA
	EUR
	MAL
2
	JPN
2
	
	
	
	
	5th
	44

	2000
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	Ferrari F1-2000
	Ferrari 049 3.0 V10
	AUS
1
	BRA
1
	SMR
1
	GBR
3
	ESP
5
	EUR
1
	MON
Ret
	CAN
1
	FRA
Ret
	AUT
Ret
	GER
Ret
	HUN
2
	BEL
2
	ITA
1
	USA
1
	JPN
1
	MAL
1
	
	
	
	1st
	108

	2001
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	Ferrari F2001
	Ferrari 050 3.0 V10
	AUS
1
	MAL
1
	BRA
2
	SMR
Ret
	ESP
1
	AUT
2
	MON
1
	CAN
2
	EUR
1
	FRA
1
	GBR
2
	GER
Ret
	HUN
1
	BEL
1
	ITA
4
	USA
2
	JPN
1
	
	
	
	1st
	123

	2002
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	Ferrari F2001
	Ferrari 050 3.0 V10
	AUS
1
	MAL
3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1st
	144

	
	
	Ferrari F2002
	Ferrari 051 3.0 V10
	
	
	BRA
1
	SMR
1
	ESP
1
	AUT
1
	MON
2
	CAN
1
	EUR
2
	GBR
1
	FRA
1
	GER
1
	HUN
2
	BEL
1
	ITA
2
	USA
2
	JPN
1
	
	
	
	
	

	2003
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	Ferrari F2002
	Ferrari 051 3.0 V10
	AUS
4
	MAL
6
	BRA
Ret
	SMR
1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1st
	93

	
	
	Ferrari F2003-GA
	Ferrari 052 3.0 V10
	
	
	
	
	ESP
1
	AUT
1
	MON
3
	CAN
1
	EUR
5
	FRA
3
	GBR
4
	GER
7
	HUN
8
	ITA
1
	USA
1
	JPN
8
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2004
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	Ferrari F2004
	Ferrari 053 3.0 V10
	AUS
1
	MAL
1
	BHR
1
	SMR
1
	ESP
1
	MON
Ret
	EUR
1
	CAN
1
	USA
1
	FRA
1
	GBR
1
	GER
1
	HUN
1
	BEL
2
	ITA
2
	CHN
12
	JPN
1
	BRA
7
	
	
	1st
	148

	2005
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	Ferrari F2004M
	Ferrari 053 3.0 V10
	AUS
Ret
	MAL
7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3rd
	62

	
	
	Ferrari F2005
	Ferrari 055 3.0 V10
	
	
	BHR
Ret
	SMR
2
	ESP
Ret
	MON
7
	EUR
5
	CAN
2
	USA
1
	FRA
3
	GBR
6
	GER
5
	HUN
2
	TUR
Ret
	ITA
10
	BEL
Ret
	BRA
4
	JPN
7
	CHN
Ret
	
	
	

	2006
	Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro
	Ferrari 248 F1
	Ferrari 056 2.4 V8
	BHR
2
	MAL
6
	AUS
Ret
	SMR
1
	EUR
1
	ESP
2
	MON
5
	GBR
2
	CAN
2
	USA
1
	FRA
1
	GER
1
	HUN
8†
	TUR
3
	ITA
1
	CHN
1
	JPN
Ret
	BRA
4
	
	
	2nd
	121

	2010
	Mercedes GP Petronas F1 Team
	Mercedes MGP W01
	Mercedes FO 108X 2.4 V8
	BHR
6
	AUS
10
	MAL
Ret
	CHN
10
	ESP
4
	MON
12
	TUR
4
	CAN
11
	EUR
15
	GBR
9
	GER
9
	HUN
11
	BEL
7
	ITA
9
	SIN
13
	JPN
6
	KOR
4
	BRA
7
	ABU
Ret
	
	9th
	72

	2011
	Mercedes GP Petronas F1 Team
	Mercedes MGP W02
	Mercedes FO 108Y 2.4 V8
	AUS
Ret
	MAL
9
	CHN
8
	TUR
12
	ESP
6
	MON
Ret
	CAN
4
	EUR
17
	GBR
9
	GER
8
	HUN
Ret
	BEL
5
	ITA
5
	SIN
Ret
	JPN
6
	KOR
Ret
	IND
5
	ABU
7
	BRA
15
	
	8th
	76

	2012
	Mercedes AMG PetronasF1 Team
	Mercedes F1 W03
	Mercedes FO 108Z 2.4 V8
	AUS
Ret
	MAL
10
	CHN
Ret
	BHR
10
	ESP
Ret
	MON
Ret
	CAN
Ret
	EUR
3
	GBR
7
	GER
7
	HUN
Ret
	BEL
7
	ITA
6
	SIN
Ret
	JPN
	KOR
	IND
	ABU
	USA
	BRA
	12th*
	43*


‡ Schumacher was disqualified from the 1997 WDC due to dangerous driving in the European Grand Prix, where he caused an avoidable accident with Jacques Villeneuve. His points tally would have placed him in second place in that year's standings.
† Driver did not finish the Grand Prix, but was classified as he completed over 90% of the race distance.
* Season in progress.
Formula One records
Schumacher holds the following Formula One records:
	Record
	Number

	Championship titles
	7 (1994, 1995, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004)

	Consecutive titles
	5 (2000–2004)

	Championship won with most races left
	6 (2002)

	Largest championship-winning margin
(pre-2010 points system)
	67 points (2002)

	Race wins
	91

	Consecutive wins[N 1]
	7 (2004, Europe–Hungary)

	Wins in a season
	13 (72%) (2004)

	Wins in a season for a runner-up[N 2]
	7 (2006)

	Wins at Monza (Formula One)
	5

	Wins at Spa (Formula One)
	6

	Wins in Canada (Formula One)
	7

	Wins with one team
	72 (Ferrari)

	Wins at the same Grand Prix
	8 (France)

	Different Grands Prix won
	22

	Longest time between first and last wins
	14 years, 32 days

	Total years with a win
	15 (1992–2006)

	Consecutive years with a win
	15 (1992–2006)

	Second places
	43

	Consecutive top two finishes
	15 (Brazil 2002–Japan 2002)

	Podiums (Top 3 finishes)
	155

	Podium finishes in a season
	17 (100%) (2002)

	Consecutive podium finishes
	19 (US 2001–Japan 2002)

	Championship points
	1,560

	Points finishes
	220

	Consecutive points finishes
	24 (Hungary 2001–Malaysia 2003)

	Races / Laps / Distance led
	142 races / 5,111 laps / 24,144 km[189]

	Pole positions
	68

	Front row starts
	116

	Fastest laps
	77

	Fastest laps in a season[N 3]
	10 (2004)

	Doubles (Pole and win)
	40

	Hat tricks (Pole, win and fastest lap)
	22

	Hat tricks in a season
	5 in 2004[N 4]

	Races with one team
	181 (Ferrari)
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